
Washington Township Municipal Authority 

Business Meeting Agenda 

September 7, 2010 

 

1. Business from the Floor 
 

2. Agenda 
 

3. Minutes of August 17, 2010 
 

4. Mountain Shadows Grease Interceptor 
 

5. Public Comments on Resolution 10-9 (Tap Fee Increase) 
 

6. Resolution 10- 9 (Sewer Tapping Fee Amendments) 
 

7. Resolution 10-8 (Water Tapping Fee Amendments)  
 

8. Adjourn to Workshop and Executive Session 
 

Workshop 

2010/2011 Preliminary Budget 

Bond Refinance / Bank Loan 

Complaint Report 
 

Executive Session 

Discuss Legal / Personnel Issues 
 

9. Reconvene to Regular Meeting 

 

10. Old Forge Road Materials Bid Documents 
 

11. WTMA Projects Update Report 
 

12. Tuition Reimbursement Request(s) 
 

13. Purchase Request(s) 
 

14. Requisitions 
 

15. Engineers Report 
 

16. Subdivisions 
 

17. Miscellaneous 
 

18. Adjourn 

 



Washington Township Municipal Authority 

Business Meeting Minutes 

September 7, 2010 
 

Chairman F. Eisenhart opened the meeting at 7:15 PM.  Others present were S. McCleaf, E. 
Gladhill, J. Blair, D. McCarney, S. McFarland, B. Carrigan, and S. Trinh. 
 

Business from the Floor 

 

Mr. John Gehr spoke representing Mr. Monn, a resident on Old Forge Road.  Mr. Mohn’s lumber 
mill office is within 150 feet of the newly installed sewer main on Old Forge Road, and is 
required to connect.  The Manager explained to the Board that the lumber mill sits at a lower 
elevation than the sewer main and would not be able to tie into the system by gravity.  The 
Manager explained to Mr. Gehr that he had not had the opportunity to discuss the situation with 
the Board and the Board stated they were not in a position to make a determination without 
considering the matter.  Mr. Gehr explained that the deadline to connect was at the end of 
September.  The Board extended the deadline for Mr. Mohn to connect to the sewer system to 
the end of October 2010 on a S. McCleaf, J. Blair motion (5-0) so they would have time to 
consider the matter at a future meeting. 

 

Agenda 

 

The agenda was accepted as presented on a S. McCleaf, E. Gladhill motion (5-0). 

 

Minutes of August 17, 2010 

 

The minutes of August 17, 2010 were approved as presented on a S. McCleaf, D. McCarney 
motion (5-0). 

 

Mountain Shadows Grease Interceptor 

 

R. Benchoff, representing Mountain Shadows Restaurant, was present to discuss a proposal he 
had submitted to the WTMA prior to the evening’s meeting.  The proposal was for a 1,000 
gallon, two section grease interceptor.  The grease interceptor will be pumped every 6 months, 
and the pumping schedule may be modified based on the findings during those pumpings.  The 
Manager had reviewed the proposal and felt that it would provide sufficient detention time for 
material flowing into it.  The Manager recommended approval, and the Board accepted the 
proposal on a S. McCleaf, E. Gladhill motion (5-0). 

 

Public Comments on Resolution 10-9 (Tap Fee Increase) 

 

R. Martin, Developer of Farm Spring Estates and Hunters Ridge, R. Lee Royer, Developer of 
Spring Run Estates, and M. Holsinger, of Civil Planning and Design were present to discuss 
public comments for Resolution 10-9 for the sewer tapping fee increase. 
 
R. Martin and L. Royer expressed concern that an increase in sewer tapping fees would have a 
negative impact on the housing market, which is already suffering.  Mr. Martin explained that he 
is selling houses at his cost to recover his land costs. 



 
L. Royer asked what the reason was for the increase in tapping fees.  S. McCleaf responded the 
study was undertaken partly because of costs necessary as a result of the Act 537 Plan special 
studies required by The Department of Environmental Protection (DEP).  Mr. Martin asked if the 
proposed conveyance system upgrades could be done in sections to reduce the cost.  The 
Manager explained that the tapping fee study was done in accordance with Act 57, and 
represented the actual current costs of the Wastewater system. 
 
Mr. Martin asked if the increase could be made gradually over the next few years.  Chairman F. 
Eisenhart explained that had been discussed, but based on the cost of major projects that will 
soon be underway; it was in the Authority’s best interest to do it sooner. 
 
Mr. Holsinger asked what the reason and time table is for the upgrades to the sewer lines.  He 
questioned overflows on the lines.  The Manager responded that the timetable was in the Special 
Study, but has been delayed some because of DEP’s review period and growth has slowed.  He 
also explained that the modeling done as part of the study showed that the line through Scott 
Drive and the upper and lower interceptor should be surcharging during very wet periods.  He 
explained that the sewer lines were adequately designed for existing homes but were not 
sufficient for future growth. 
 
The Manager explained that no future projects and costs had been calculated in the tapping fee.  
Where the Authority had data about actual costs for infrastructure, those costs had been inflated 
to current dollars.  Where it lacked good cost data, the engineer’s used replacement costs.  He 
explained that the increase represented the actual cost for the sewer system and the fair share for 
a new customer to connect to it. 
 
Mr. Martin once again asked if the Authority would consider phasing in the increase over time.  
The Board tabled Resolution 10-8 and Resolution 10-9 for further review due to the public 
comments received at the meeting on a S. McCleaf, D. McCarney motion (5-0).  The Board will 
further discuss this matter later during the night’s meeting. 

 

Adjourn to Workshop and Executive Session 

 

The Board adjourned at 8:06 PM to Workshop to review the 2010/2011 Preliminary Budget, 
Bond Refinance/Bank Loan, and the Complaint Report.  The Board immediately adjourned to 
Executive Session following Workshop to discuss Legal and Personnel Issues on a S. McCleaf, 
J. Blair motion (5-0). 

 

Reconvene to Regular Meeting 

 

The Board reconvened to regular meeting at 11:11 PM. 

 

Old Forge Road Materials Bid Documents 

 

On a S. McCleaf, J. Blair motion (5-0) the Board authorized the advertisement of bid documents 
for the supply and delivery of PVC pipe with fittings and for the supply of manholes, frames, and 
covers for the sewer extension on Old Forge Road.  The bids will be advertised on the WTMA 
website and the local newspaper. 



 

WTMA Projects Update Report 

 

Old Forge Road- The bid documents were prepared for the purchase of materials and presented 
at this evening’s meeting for Board approval.  Sealed bids will be accepted and opened at the 
October 5, 2010 meeting. 
 
DEP Groundwater Rule- Three of the five monitoring and communication systems have been 
installed.  An Operating Permit has been issued by DEP for the Brookdale Filtration Plant.  The 
final two monitoring systems will be installed following the Board’s approval of a purchase 
request at this evenings meeting. 
 
Reduction of Unaccounted for Water- WTMA Water Department staff have been flushing 
hydrants throughout the system during the month of August 2010 preparing for Aquatech to 
perform leak detection for the WTMA water system. 
 
WTMA staff has been working two to three days per week using leak detection equipment 
locating leaks within the water system.  Several leaks have been discovered on Authority mains 
and repaired.  Several leaks have also been discovered on customer’s service lines and the 
customers were required to repair the leaks. 
 
Blue Ridge Summit Pumping Station Upgrades- WTMA staff developed a monitoring 
program to measure actual flows in the pumping station.  Three lines were identified and three 
flow meters were purchased to be placed in those lines.  They will remain there during the 
metering season, from fall thru late spring.  The data will be provided to CET Engineering Inc. 
for analysis.  
 

Tuition Reimbursement Request(s) 

 

The Manager presented two tuition reimbursements to the Board for their approval.  R. 
Bingaman, Chief Wastewater Operator, submitted a tuition reimbursement form for a Pre-
Algebra course at the Hagerstown Community College requesting to be reimbursed $345.00 
upon satisfactory completion.  B. Carrigan, Business Manager, submitted a tuition 
reimbursement form for an Organizational Behavior course at Frostburg State University 
requesting to be reimbursed $500.00 upon satisfactory completion.  The Board approved both 
tuition reimbursements requests on a J. Blair, E. Gladhill motion (5-0). 

 

Purchase Request(s) 

 

The Manager presented a Purchase Request for the purchase of three chlorine monitors and two 
communication systems in order to comply with the Groundwater Rule at a cost of $13,110.00 
from Whel-Tech.  The Board approved the Purchase Request on an E. Gladhill, D. McCarney 
motion (5-0). 
 

Requisitions 

 

The Board approved the following requisitions on a S. McCleaf, J. Blair motion (5-0). 
  



(Sewer) Requisition No. 503- Payment of $15,606.33 to HACH for the purchase of flow meters. 
 
(Sewer) Requisition No. 504- Payment of $6,631.11 to CW Sales Corporation for grinder pumps. 
 
(Sewer) Requisition No. 505- Payment of $1,937.50 to reimburse WTMA for the new financial 
software. 
 
(Water) Requisition No. 595- Payment of $10,359.60 to Whel-Tech for chlorine monitors.  

 

Engineer Report 

 

The Manager reported that K. Shannon, of CET Engineering Inc. was out of the country and the 
Engineer’s report was not available at this time. 
 
The Manager discussed a memo from R. Eberly, Water Superintendent, requesting that the Board 
have CET perform a study of the water system.  The Manager explained that the Authority has 
received quotes from A R& E Inc. to replace a pump at the Green Ridge pump station that is no 
longer working.  R. Eberly has discussed with the Manager that because of some operational 
changes, the Authority moves water around the system differently than in the past.  The last 
water study was performed by Glace in 2005.  In that study, the Hess Well was not tied into the 
system, and the new Well was not in existence.  The Manager recommended that before a large 
amount of money is spent to repair the pump we ask CET for a proposal to do a study that will 
provide some direction for the next 5 to 10 years.  The Board gave their consensus to have the 
Manager ask CET to submit a proposal for the Board’s review. 

 

Subdivisions 

 

Fraternal Order of Eagles- A letter was mailed to R. Lee Royer and Associates requesting 
bonding to meet final approval requirements. 
 
Levi Plaza- A letter was mailed to D. Tullo of BH&D Engineering with comments to address 
and asking them to submit revised plans. 
 
Freeman- The maintenance bond for the Freeman subdivision was returned to Neighbors First 
Credit Union stating this subdivision has met all WTMA requirements and the bond is now 
released. 

 

Miscellaneous 

 

Waynesboro Borough July 20, 2010 Minutes- The Manager briefly reviewed the July 20, 2010 
Waynesboro Borough Minutes. 

Full Sewer Report- The Manager presented the full July 2010 Sewer Report.  The Board had 
only received the cover sheet at the previous meeting. 

CET Engineering Mailing- The Manager briefly discussed the mailing received by CET 
Engineering Inc.  He explained it discussed ‘Full Cost Pricing’ and was timely material during 
budget discussions. 



Authority Magazine- The Manager briefly discussed the Authority Magazine. 

Union Negotiations- The Manager reported he had received a written request from the union 
Steward to use the meeting room in the Administration Building for a meeting among union 
members.  The Board gave their approval, noting that it was consistent with the Authority’s 
policy on the use of the building.  Access will be restricted to the lower level meeting room and 
bathrooms, and an authorized person must be present to secure the building after the meeting. 

Administration Building- J. Blair asked the status of the cracks in the administration building.  
The Manager reported that he spoke with J. Rock, owner of GRC General Contractors and they 
are continuing their investigation of the cracks in the building and may do some preliminary 
testing.  J. Blair asked the Manager if he had a copy of the soil testing results.  The Manager 
reported he did not have a copy and J. Blair requested a copy of the tests from GRC. 

Washington Township Community Halloween Party- E. Gladhill reported volunteers are 
needed to make snacks for the Washington Township Community Halloween Party being held 
at Red Run Park on October 23, 2010.  E. Gladhill asked if any WTMA staff members would be 
interested in donating snacks, they could drop donations off at the administration office by 
October 18, 2010. 

Quincy Township Water- Chairman F. Eisenhart asked the Manager if he heard anything 
further about Quincy Township’s water.  The Manager replied he has heard nothing since the 
last meeting. 

L. Frantz Thank You Card- Chairman F. Eisenhart announced the Board had received a card 
from L. Frantz, thanking the Board members for the gift card. 

Mason Dixon Boy Scout Council Thank You Card- Chairman F. Eisenhart announced the 
Board received a letter from the Mason Dixon Council Boy Scouts thanking the Board for their 
monetary donation in memory of J. Blair’s father, E. Blair. 

Recorded Sewer Flow Error- Chairman F. Eisenhart asked if we had heard from DEP about 
the sewer flow discrepancies reported by O. Benchoff, Wastewater Superintendent, at the 
August 17, 2010 meeting.  The Manager explained that he had mistakenly thought DEP had 
been notified.  He explained that at this time, O. Benchoff was monitoring the flows to 
determine how much the measurements were off and would be in contact with DEP when he 
had more information. 

 

Resolution 10-8 and 10-9/Tap Fee Increase- The Board discussed the sewer tapping fee 
increase after hearing public comments from R. Martin, L. Royer, and M. Holsinger earlier in the 
meeting. 
 
S. McCleaf discussed that the Washington Township Supervisors reduced the impact fees and 
they still show no growth or new development in Washington Township. 
 
Chairman F. Eisenhart presented the option to increase the sewer tapping fee to $3,939.00 as of 
November 1, 2010 and then increase the sewer tapping fee to $5,252.00 in 2011 and asked for 
discussion.  The Board expressed a desire to reach a unanimous decision on the tapping fee 
increase, but was unable to do so.  The Board agreed to discuss the matter at the next Board 
meeting. 



 
The Board adjourned the meeting at 12:11 AM on a J. Blair, E Gladhill motion (5-0). 
 
These Minutes were prepared by S. Eck, Administrative Assistant respectively submitted on this 
14th day of September, 2010. 
 
       _____________________________ 
       E. Gladhill, Secretary/Treasurer 


